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ished by Madame de Maintenon. He persuaded this
latter to allow Madame Guyon to enter Saint Cyr,
where they could discourse together much more at
their ease than at the Hotel de Chevreuse or Beauvil-
liers. Madame Guyon went accordingly to Saint Cyr
two or three times. Soon after, Madame de Main-
tenon, who relished her more and more, made her
sleep there, and their meetings grew longer. Madame
Guyon admitted that she sought persons proper to
become her disciples, and in a short time she formed
a little flock, whose maxims and language appeared
very strange to all the rest of the house, and, above all,
to M. de Chartres. That prelate was not so simple as
M. de Cambrai imagined. Profound theologian and
scholar, pious, disinterested, and of rare probity, he
could be, if necessary, a most skilful courtier; but he
rarely exerted this power, for the favour of Madame de
Maintenon sufficed him of itself. As soon as he got
scent of this strange doctrine, he caused two ladies,
upon whom he could count, to be admitted to Saint
Cyr, as if to become disciples of Madame Guyon.
He gave them full instructions, and they played their
parts to perfection. In the first place they appeared
to be ravished, and by degrees enchanted, with the
new doctrine. Madame Guyon, pleased with this
fresh conquest, took the ladies into her most intimate
confidence in order to gain them entirely. They com-
municated everything to M. de Chartres, who quietly
looked on, allowed things to take their course, and,
when he believed the right moment had arrived, dis-
closed all he had learnt to Madame de Maintenon.
She was strangely surprised when she saw the extraor-